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End of Year 2 Expectations - English Primary School

We hope that the following information will help you to understand what your child should be able to
do by the end of Year 2.

Handwriting By the end of Year 2, children should be able to confidently
use diagonal and horizontal strokes to join letters and write
with neat, joined handwriting.

Joining...

The teaching of joining is broken down into the following areas:

o diagonal join to ascender: .at, l;b,, d}, <l

diagonal join, no ascender: in, im, &, &r, &, .lg, mp, o, oy, ame
diagonal join, no ascender, to anticlockwise letter: id, 4&3, ad, ld, ng, dce, ide
horizontal join, no ascender:ﬂp, Lome, one, ow, Ou, Oy, ot

horizontal join, no ascender, to anticlockwise letter: QQ, 29, ode, ma, wo
horizontal join to ascender:@i, ot Aod,'t, ,oh., ,012, .Q:bg, p,gk., ogi

joins to and from tricky letters g, R, r, A)

SR

= 8% 2R, ROX, 2, Rre

- W, i, or, gor, s, it air, o, re, pre

- WS, I8, sh, 6L AU, A2, AR, &M, 646

o joinsfromband p:.bi, L, L AL ba, ho, pa, po, bl Qb.
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dge — badge, bridge ‘@’ —all, ball, call, walk, talk
‘c’ —race, ice, city ‘o’ — other, mother, brother
kn, gn — knock, gnaw -ey — key, donkey, monkey




Spelling

By the end of Year 2, all children should be able to
spell most of the Year 2 Common Exception words
and words containing a wide range of spelling
patterns. The spelling patterns and examples of
words are listed below.

{ N
Year 2 Common Exception Words
after closs floor most pretty
again climb gold move prove
any clothes grass Mr should
bath could great Mrs steak
beautiful cold half old sugar
because door hold only sure
behind even hour parents told
both every improve pass water
break everybody kind past whale
busy eye last path who
child fast many people wild
children father mind plant would
Christmas find maoney poor
\, S
Reading

We encourage all children to read to an adult at least 5 times a week in
Year 2. The books that your child will bring home are colour coded.
Children will continue to use their improving phonic knowledge to
segment, blend and read new words in these books until automatic

decoding is embedded and reading becomes fluent.

By the end of Year 2, we hope that children will be able to read a white

level book independently.

<t go withyou” L

wr — write, written

‘a’ —want, watch, wander

-le —table, apple, bottle

‘o’ —worm, work, world,
worth

-el —tunnel, squirrel

‘ar’ —war, warm, warmth

-al — metal, capital

-il — pencil, fossil

suffix -ment, ness, ful, less, ly
-enjoyment, sadness, careful

-y —cry, fly, reply, July

contractions — can’t, couldn’t

-es —tries, flies, copies, babies

possessive apostrophe —
Sam’s

-tion — station, motion, fiction

homophones — there, their,
they're

-ed, ing, er and est to a root word ending in —y — copied, copier,

happier, happiest, cried, replied

-ed, er, est and -y to words ending in —e — hiking, hiked, hiker,

nicer, nicest, shiny

day.

at home.

Please ensure your child brings their reading
book and green reading diary to school every

Please initial the reading diary or write a
comment when you have read with your child




Writing
By the end of Year 2, children should be able to write correctly punctuated sentences (full stops, capital letters,
question marks, exclamation marks and use of commas in lists) and write for different purposes. To make their

writing more effective, children will include expanded noun phrases and use coordinating and subordinating
conjunctions too. Children should consider what they are going to write before writing and re-read their
writing to make additions, revisions and corrections.

1f you list more than one adjective to describe the nou

Expanded Noun Phrase

is a phrase made up of a noun and at least one adjective.

An expanded noun phrase
n, you should add a comma to separate them

I
lots of yummy, cold ice cream
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I like to play tennis
and I love to walk my

The tiger w.as hungry
hut he was too tired to
hunt.
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