
 

End of Year 2 Expectations - English 

We hope that the following information will help you to understand what your child should be able to 

do by the end of Year 2.  

Handwriting  

 

 

dge – badge, bridge ‘a’ – all, ball, call, walk, talk 

‘c’ – race, ice, city ‘o’ – other, mother, brother 

kn, gn – knock, gnaw -ey – key, donkey, monkey 

By the end of Year 2, children should be able to confidently 

use diagonal and horizontal strokes to join letters and write 

with neat, joined handwriting.    

 

 

 

This is how we form our letters. Each letter has a lead in line 

that starts on the line. The red dot on each letter shows you 

where to begin.  The information below shows how to form 

each number correctly. 



Spelling 

By the end of Year 2, all children should be able to 

spell most of the Year 2 Common Exception words 

and words containing a wide range of spelling 

patterns. The spelling patterns and examples of 

words are listed below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading 

We encourage all children to read to an adult at least 5 times a week in 

Year 2. The books that your child will bring home are colour coded. 

Children will continue to use their improving phonic knowledge to 

segment, blend and read new words in these books until automatic 

decoding is embedded and reading becomes fluent.  

By the end of Year 2, we hope that children will be able to read a white 

level book independently.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

wr – write, written ‘a’ – want, watch, wander 

-le – table, apple, bottle ‘o’ – worm, work, world, 
worth 

-el – tunnel, squirrel ‘ar’ – war, warm, warmth 

-al – metal, capital suffix –ment, ness, ful, less, ly 
-enjoyment, sadness, careful -il – pencil, fossil 

-y – cry, fly, reply, July contractions – can’t, couldn’t 

-es – tries, flies, copies, babies possessive apostrophe – 
Sam’s 

-tion – station, motion, fiction homophones – there, their, 
they’re 

-ed, ing, er and est to a root word ending in –y – copied, copier, 
happier, happiest, cried, replied 

-ed, er, est and -y to words ending in –e – hiking, hiked, hiker, 
nicer, nicest, shiny 

Please ensure your child brings their reading 

book and green reading diary to school every 

day.  

Please initial the reading diary or write a 

comment when you have read with your child 

at home.  



 

 

 

 

Writing 

By the end of Year 2, children should be able to write correctly punctuated sentences (full stops, capital letters, 

question marks, exclamation marks and use of commas in lists) and write for different purposes.  To make their 

writing more effective, children will include expanded noun phrases and use coordinating and subordinating 

conjunctions too. Children should consider what they are going to write before writing and re-read their 

writing to make additions, revisions and corrections.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing – End of Year 2 

I like to play tennis 

and I love to walk my 

dog.  

The tiger was hungry 

but he was too tired to 

hunt. 

We played a board 

game because it was a 

rainy day. 


